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Calcutta: The Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has directed schools to
Install high-resolution CCTV
cameras with audio-visual
recording capabilities across
virtually all campus areas,
raising concerns about stu-
dent privacy and natural de-
velopment.

The new policy requires
real-time audio-visual moni-
toring of entry and exit points,
classrooms, canteens, stair-
cases, corridors, laboratories,
and playvgrounds. Only wash-
rooms and toilets are exempt
from surveillance. Schools
must maintain 15-day backup
recordings accessible to au-
thorities when required.

The CBSE’s directive
stems from Matlonal Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) guidelines
addressing multiple safety
concerns — from violence
and abuse to natural disasters
and transportation risks. The
board amended Chapter 4 of
its Affiliation By-Laws 2018 to
incorporate mandatory sur-
veillance as part of physical
infrastructure requirements.

“Safety of students is one
of the paramount responsi-
bilitles of a school,” the CBSE
stated, citing protection from
“unsocietal elements” and
threats to children’s overall
well-being, including bully-

CALCUTTA FRIDAY 25 JULY 2025 ¥ 6.00

CBSE eyes & ears on
campuses ring alarm
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ing. The notification was sent
to school heads and managers
on Monday.

Currently, most schools
have visual-only CCTV sys-
tems, with audio recording
limited to reception areas,
administrative buildings, and
the principal’s offices, where
outsiders and parents typical-
1y visit.

Mixed feelings

School principals and psychi-
atrists question whether com-
prehensive surveillance helps
or hinders child development.
The primary concern: con-
stant monitoring could elimi-
nate the spontaneity essential
for healthy social growth.

“The reason for installing
CCTV cameras s to prioritise
safety and security, but si-
multaneously, it intrudes on
a child’s privacy and restricts
the open environment that
children need in school,” said
Madhumita Sengupta, princi-
pal of EDM International.

Sengupta emphasised

that schools often provide
children’s only opportunity
for genuine physical interac-
tion, especlally given existing
soclal media restrictions. “If
there are restrictions on nat-
ural playeround behaviour
and free conversation, it might
impact children’s emotional
health,” she warned.

Teachers’ concerns

Teachers worry about creat-
ing an oppressive atmosphere.
“ A Big Brother watching over
at all times would kill the
spontaneity and freedom of
interpersonal relationships,”
ome educator noted.

Satabdi Bhattacharjee,
principal of The Newtown
School, argues that preven-
tion requires human inter-
vention, not just cameras.
“A CCTV cannot prevent an
incident, but it helps with the
investigation afterwards. For
preventing anything unto-
ward, human vigilance from
teachers and staff is para-
mount,” Bhattacharjee said.
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She stressed that children
need space for natural devel-
opment, including learning
appropriate language use
through trial and error — be-
haviour that might appear
problematic under constant
surveillance.

Defensive measure?

Psychiatrist Jal Ranjan Ram
suggests the policy reflects
schools’ defensive response to
inereasingly ageressive par-
ents rather than genuine safe-
ty enhancement.

“Parents have become
more demanding and there’s
overall mistrust of author-
ities,” Ram argued. “Often,
parents accuse schools of in-
adequate supervision when
children face bullving or
minor incidents. This is more
of a defence mecharnism.”

However, psychiatrist
Ram warns about the surveil-
lance’s psychological impact:
“Tf you're constantly watched,
you cannot share jokes, com-
ment about teachers, or en-
gage in normal peer interac-
tlons.”

Arun Dasgupta, principal
of Bhavan’s Gangabux Ka-
noria Vidyamandir, believes
superficial technological
solutions miss deeper issues.
“In soclety, there's so much
hatred, anxiety, and agony.
Naturally, that percolates to
students and pollutes their
minds,” he said.
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